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Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born in Makkah in the year when the Abyssinian 
(Ethiopian) Abrahah tried to destroy the Ka^bah. lnstead, Allah destroyed Abrahah 
and his army. At that time in Makkah, the people named years by major events. 
So, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born in the ‹›Year of the Elephant” and the year 571 on the 
Roman calendar. By then, the true teachings of Prophet Jesus had been perverted 
and Abrahah had a blasphemous belief. 

Abrahah knew of the Arabs› strong attachment to the Ka^bah and that many 
travelled there annually. He set out with his army to destroy it. With the army they 
brought elephants; one was a very big elephant that would lead the others. 
By the time of Abrahah’s invasion, ^Abdul-Muttalib lbn Hashim had become one 
of the leaders of Makkah. Abrahah sent one of his soldiers to Makkah where he 
met with ^Abdul-Muttalib. The soldier said, ‘’The king has sent me to tell you that 
he did not come here to fight you unless you fight him first. Rather, he came to 
destroy this House (meaning the Ka^bah). Then he will leave you.’’ ̂ Abdul-Muttalib 
said, ‘’We do not have the ability to fight him. We will not try to confront him.’’ 
(Abrahah’s army was huge in comparison to the numbers of Quraysh).
Abrahah directed his army towards Makkah with the large elephant in the front. 
The elephant refused to advance towards the Ka^bah despite the beating. 

Then, God sent a large number of birds from the direction of the sea in small 
groups. Each bird carried three stones, two in its talons and one in its beak. Each 
stone was bigger than the size of a lentil but smaller than the size of a chickpea 
and on each was written the name of one of Abrahah’s men. The stone would fall 
on the named soldier, enter from his head, and exist from his bottom, killing him. 
Thus, Abrahah’s army was destroyed and was unable to enter into the Holy Mosque 
of Makkah. The Ka^bah was safe.

It was said that Abrahah’s army was 60,000 soldiers. All of them died instantly except 
Abrahah and a few who returned to Yemen, told their story, then died. Abrahah 
became very sick. His body fell apart, one small piece at a time. He did not die until 
his heart came out of his chest. 
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At the time when Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born, the people of Makkah 
were in the terrible state of worshipping idols. They believed that God was 
only one of many gods. The people of Makkah made many statues and 
worshipped them unrightfully. They believed that the Ka^bah was a special 
structure, but they put their ugly idols around it. People used fortune-telling 
arrows to make decisions and sought fortune-tellers for advice. 
People came from all around to visit the Ka^bah and worship the idols 
there. They claimed to be following their forefather, Abraham, in making 
Hajj (Pilgrimage). However, their ugly actions were not in any way similar to 
Hajj performed by Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) before them. They circled the 
Ka^bah naked while clapping and whistling. The Makkan’s got wealthy from 
the money spent by the tribes who came to their city to worship unrightfully. 
Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was an orphan. Some scholars say that the Prophet 
was two months old when his father died, and others say that Aminah was 
still pregnant. ^Abdullah left an inheritance of five camels, some goats, and 
a female slave called Barakah (also known as Umm Ayman). 
Aminah narrated that she did not feel the weight of her pregnancy like other 
women do. During her pregnancy, Aminah saw a vision (while she was in a 
state between awake and sleep) and someone said to her, ‘’Do you know 
with whom you are pregnant? You are pregnant with the Master of this 
Nation and its Prophet.’’ 
Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born on a Monday, on the 12th day of the 3rd 
lslamic month of Rabi^unil-Awwal1. This was about fifty (50) days after the 
attack on Makkah speared by the elephants of Abrahah. 
It was narrated that the Prophet’s umbilical cord was already cut when he 
was born and he was born already circumcised.
Aminah sent a message to Abdul-Muttalib to tell him of the birth of his 
grandson. 
^Abdul-Muttalib was very pleased and took the blessed baby to the 
Ka^bah. He went inside of the Ka^bah with the baby and thanked God for 
the birth of this special grandson. ^Abdul-Muttalib gave the baby the name 
Muhammad, meaning, ’the one praised by many for his numerous good 
attributes.’
Islamic historians narrated that when the Prophet was born, fourteen 
balconies of the Persian King’s biggest palace collapsed. Also, the fire that 
the Persians worshipped and was alit for a thousand years, died out. 
When baby Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born, the news of his birth spread among 
the sons of ^Abdul-Muttalib that they had a new nephew. One of the sons 
of ^Abdul-Muttalib was known by the name ('Abu Lahab) received the news 
of his new nephew from a slave woman he owned, named Thuwaybah. 
Abu Lahab was so happy that he set Thuwaybah free that Monday. Later, 
however, when Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص became a prophet, that same uncle became 
one of his worst blasphemous enemies.
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Aminah nursed her son, Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, for a short time. Then another 
woman nursed him, as was the custom in Makkah. Her name was Halimah 
and she tells the following: ‘’l went with other woman from Banu Sa^d 
searching for babies to nurse in Makkah. I was riding a female donkey in a 
year of drought that left us with no food. My husband was with me on an old 
female camel that would not even give us a drop of milk. In addition, l had 
my own son with me. He would stay up all night crying of hunger because 
my breast milk was little. When we reached Makkah, baby Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 
was offered to every woman and they all refused to take him because he 
was an orphan. Every one of my companions had a child to nurse except 
myself. l hated to return without a baby to nurse, so l took the orphan.

l swear by God as soon as l put him in my lap, the milk started flowing out 
of my breasts plentifully. Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and my son nursed until they were 
satisfied. My husband went to our old female camel and found its udders 
full of milk. 
That night we all slept on a full stomach and quenched thirsts. My husband 
said to me, ‹O Halimah, l swear by God, l see that you have brought a 
blessed human. Our children have slept!’ As we left Makkah, l swear by God 
my female donkey ran ahead of the caravan, surprising the onlookers, and 
continued to be ahead of them until we reached our camps.

We came to the most barren land. I swear by the One Who controls my soul, 
my lambs would go out in the morning with other peoples’ lambs, and in the 
afternoon mine would come back with full stomachs and udders while theirs 
would return hungry and without milk. Then, we would drink whatever we 
desired of the milk and no one around would even have a drop of milk from 
his or her animals. The people would ask their shepherds, ‘why don’t you 
graze your sheep where Halimah does?’ So they would graze their animals 
wherever we grazed ours. Despite that, their animals would return hungry 
without milk and ours would return full of food and milk. 
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At the age of one, Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was already a strong boy. We went to his 
mother and l told her, ‹We should keep him lest he would be inflicted with 
disease in Makkah. ‹I did not want to give him up to his mother because 
of the blessings that we witnessed from him. We convinced his mother to 
leave him with us. 

One day, (when Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was four or five years old) my son came and 
told us, ‹Help my brother from Quraysh! Two men came and laid him down 
and cut open his chest, ‹We ran fast and found Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص standing, with 
a changed colour. We both embraced him. He told us, ‹Two men with white 
clothes came and laid me down and cut my chest open. I do not know what 
they did with me.› My husband said, ‹O Halimah, this child is hurt and we 
need to return him to his family’. 

When we got to his mother, she asked, ‹Why did you bring him back when 
before you were so insistent on keeping him with you?› l said, ‘We have 
taken care of him and have done what we were obligated to do; but we 
feared for him.› His mother said, ‹›l swear by God, this is not the reason. 
Tell me what happened!›› When we told her what had happened she said, 
“l swear by God, my son will have a great rank”.

The Lineage of Prophet Muhammad 
He is Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, the son of  ^Abdullah, the son of  ^Abdul-Mutalib, the 
son of  Hashim, the son of  ^Abdu Manaf, the son of  Qusaiyy, the son of  
Kilab, the son of  Murah, the son of  Ka^b, the son of Lu’aiyy, the son of  
Ghalib, the son of  Fihr, the son of  Malik, the son of an-Nadr, the son of  
Kinanah, the son of  Khuzaiyymah, the son of  Mudrikah, the son of  Ilyas, 
the son of  Mudar, the son of  Nizar, the son of Ma^ad, the son of  ^Adnan, 
and  after that his lineage goes back to Prophet Isma^il the son of Prophet 
Ibrahim peace be upon them.
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Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص lineage goes back to Prophet lshmael, peace be 
upon him, through ^Adnan1. 

Prophet Muhammad’s parents were both from the tribe of Quraysh, in 
Makkah, in what is nowadays called Saudi Arabia. Quraysh is the tribe with 
the highest rank among the Arab tribes. Prophet Muhammad’s mother was 
Aminah the daughter of Wahb, from the family of Zuhrah, from the tribe of 
Quraysh. Prophet Muhammad’s father was ^Abdullah, the son of ^abdul-
muttalib. ^Abdul-muttalib was highly respected in the Makkan community 
by the time Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was born. He was in charge of providing 
water and food to the pilgrims who came to Makkah, which was a very 
prestigious position to hold.
^Abdullah was one of the most handsome of men. One day, he was walking 
with his father and passed by a woman from a tribe called Asad. The woman 
called out to him, ‘’Where are you going O ^Abdullah?’’ He said, ‘’To a 
place with my father”. She said, ‘’I would give you as many camels as were 
slaughtered in your place if you would have sexual intercourse with me right 
now.’’ 

^Abdullah told her, ‘’I am busy.’’ Then he said a verse of poetry meaning, 
‘’l prefer to die than to do such an abhorrent thing. You did not mention us 
getting married. So how would l do what you asked?’’ Later that same day, 
^Abdullah married Aminah, who moved into ^Abdullah’s house that night. 
The next day, after consummating the marriage, ^Abdullah again passed by 
the same woman of Asad. However, the woman said nothing to him. He was 
curious as to her change and asked her why she was no longer interested 
like the previous day. She replied to him, ‘’Yesterday l saw a light in your 
face. I don’t see it today.’’ 

^Abdullah travelled to trade in Madinah where his maternal uncles resided. 
He became sick in Madinah and died therein at the young age of twenty-
five, leaving behind a pregnant wife. 

 is the son of ^Abdullah, the son of ^Abdul-Muttalib, the son of Hashim, the son of ^Abdu Manaf, the son of Qusayy, the son of Kilab, the son of Murrah, the son of Ka^b, ,صلى هللا عليه وسلم Our master Muhammad  1
 the son of Lu›ayy, the son of Ghalib, the son of Fihr, the son of Malik, the son of an-Nadr, the son of Kinanah, the son of Khuzaymah, the son of Mudrikah, the son of Ilyas, the son of Mudar, the son of Nizar, the son of Ma^add,

.the son of ^Adnan. This is the confirmed lineage of Prophet Muhammad, sallallahu ^alayhi wa sallam
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Celebrating the birth of Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص , in other words “Al-Mawlid”, 
is among the innovations of guidance.  In the Macquarie Dictionary, the 
word innovation means introducing new things or methods. Islamically 
however, the word innovation has two classifications.  The first is “innovation 
of guidance” and is acceptable and praised because it complies with the 
Quran, the Sunnah, the Ijma^ (scholarly consensus), and the sayings and 
practices of the Companions.  The other is “innovation of misguidance” 
and is unacceptable and rejected because it defies the rules of Islam and 
contradicts the principles of the religion. This classification of “innovation” was 
relayed by many knowledgeable and trustworthy scholars of Islam, among 
them were:  Imam Ash-Shafiy^iyy, Imam An-Nawawiyy, Al-Bayhaquiy, and 
the hafidh, Ibn Hajar al-^Asqualaniyy.  
Imam Muslim related, through the route of Jarir Ibn^Abdullah, the prophet 
explained that The one who innovates a good innovation in Islam has its 
reward and a reward similar to those who follow him in it--until the Day 
of Judgment--without lessening their reward. The one who innovates an 
innovation of misguidance would be sinful for it and has sins similar to those 
who follow him in it--until the Day of Judgment--without lessening their sins. 
Clearly, this hadith refers to the two types of innovation in question, the 
innovation of guidance and the innovations of misguidance.
Honouring the Prophet’s birth has been practiced for 900 years. The righteous 
ruler Al-Mudhaffar, the King of Irbil (a city in present day Iraq), was the first 
to initiate this practice.  King Al-Mudhaffar was praised by many Muslim 
scholars of his era for initiating the Mawlid. Among the great and reputable 
scholars of Islam who supported the honourable ruler of Irbil were the 
Egyptian scholars; Ibn Hajar Al-^Askalaniyy and Jalal ud-Din as-Suyutiyy.
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Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  was granted many miracles from Allah as 
signs to prove and support his revelation. Miracles are extra ordinary 
happenings that are displayed by Prophets to support their call to Islam. 
It’s known that in comparison to all the Prophets, Prophet Muhammad 
 :was granted the greatest and most miracles; they include  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
- The revelation of Holy Qur’an 
- The crying of the tree trunk
- The camel speaking and seeking refuge in him
- The speaking of the wolf and his testimony
- The water coming out from between his fingers
- Returning Qutada’s eyeball to its place
- The testification of the tree and its verbal speech
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